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Giv
thanks
unto the LORD, call

upon his name, make

among the people.

1 Chronicles 16:8 | www.believersdever.com

Pastor Clint Walker

Generous Gratitude

Unlike days of old, churches cannot take for granted, even among their membership, that people will
place value on regular church attendance. People will often say, “I can worship God in nature” or “I
can get as much out of a service watching Joel Osteen on television as I can listening to a local”
pastor. Often, my suspicion is that on most Sundays people are doing neither, even when they say
otherwise. When asked about my reason for attending a worship service, my first answer is usually
this, “If God gave me everything I have, and my very life, can’t I spend an hour or two a week to
listen to how he wants me to live and say thank you?”

When a person experiences the power and grace of God at work in their lives, one of the first ways
that a person responds to Spirits work is through a deep and abiding sense of gratitude. Gratitude
for God’s deliverance from death to life. Gratitude for God’s watchful care over us. Gratitude for
God speaking to us through Scripture about a way to live a life of beauty and truth. Gratitude for the
sense of love and acceptance we experience through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Continued on Page 2
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Generosity then grows often out of gratitude. We give ourselves to things we believe in and
are grateful for. Then, strangely, studies in the last 10-15 years have shown that generosity
and gratitude create a feedback loop with one another.

We are thankful for something. We then give as a natural expression of our thankfulness. Then
that giving, and the personal investment and results of giving, lead us to a sense of gratitude in
being a part of something bigger than ourselves and in having the opportunity and resources to
give. Which then continues the cycle of making us more grateful.

November 19" is the Thanksgiving Sunday. We will be discussing gratitude for the many
blessings God has given us, and we will be singing songs that remind us of God’s generous
provision. We will be taking Thanksgiving offering with our regular offering, encouraging all of
us to consider a gift over and above our regular commitments.

Thanksgiving Sunday is also Commitment Sunday. This will be done a little different in years
past. We will still be mailing out commitment cards, and asking families to consider what God
would have them give with a cheerful heart, as 2 Corinthians 9 commands. We will bring these
cards forward toward the end of the worship service, as has been our custom.

Some things will be different though. This is because we will be asking you to make
commitments, but we will not be asking for pledges. Because of this your mailing there will
have an envelope addressed to you with the commitment card you are going to receive. You
will place your commitment card inside your envelope with your address on front. Then, we
will mail you back your commitment cards to refer to at the beginning of the year, and trust
you to track your giving between you, your family, and the Lord.

We are urging you to strongly consider the commitment of the tithe, or percentage giving that
will move you further in that direction. We believe the tithe to be a worthy, Scriptural spiritual
discipline. So, take time to consider how you use your time, talents, and treasures, and commit

to the Lord to offer back to him a portion of what he has provided, with generous hearts full of
gratitude and great joy.

God Bless,
%&'M

Clint
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Fundraiser??

These beautiful quilts will be on display and for sale on Wednesday, November 8" in Fellowship
Hall. Our very own FBC quilting gals designed and created these for a fundraiser to purchase
materials for Mission Quilting which donates to those in need. The average prices range around
$10-$30. What a great Christmas Gift! These beauties will go fast!

Join Dennis Thompson at Men’s Breakfast every Thursday at The North Platte Airport beginning
at 8 a.m. for a BIG SERVING of fun, fellowship and food!!


https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=0fbGrACN&id=5C91E30A5C8F7A9FD6EAB4CA12AE034953EB673A&thid=OIP.0fbGrACNo3PVaU1CkKMmhAEsC1&q=faith+food+and+fellowship+clipart&simid=608008147925927597&selectedIndex=2&qpvt=faith+food+and+fellowship+clipart
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November 5" will be a Church Business Meeting following the
Worship Service.

Plan to attend as there will be a vote taken to determine the
proposed Mission/Vision Statement.

Youth Sunday is on November 12, Youth Sunday will be a powerful and provocative day for FBC. Itis a
great opportunity for our youth to serve Christ and show their talents and leadership skills!

Let’s join and support them in serving out Lord to the fullest.
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Commitment Sunday and The Thanksgiving Offering will be on November 19,

Everyone will have the opportunity to bring forward their completed Commitment Card to the
altar during the worship service. This process varies from previous years because FBC will not
track the commitments unless specifically requested by an individual. Your giving will be between
you and the Lord.

The Thanksgiving Offering is an opportunity to open up our hearts above and beyond our regular
giving expressing gratitude to the Lord for the blessings one has received.

A thankful heart is a powerful heart!

November 5% is the end of daylight savings time. Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour before you

go to bed on November 4.
C
Gull,
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To my friends at First Baptist Church:

Thank you to all who sent cards, said a prayer and kind words to me when my sister was ill and then at her
passing.
Soo kind of each one who remembered me at this sad time in my life.

In Christ’s love,
Konnie Wemple

Dear First Baptist Church Family & Friends,

Thank you for all of your prayers, meals, cards and condolences during the loss of our mother. Although it
has been a sad and trying time, your support has truly boosted our spirits.
We are so lucky to be part of this thoughtful and caring family.

Sincerely,
The Hoatson and Fry Families

Dear First Baptist Church Congregation,

Thank you for the generosity and appreciation shown to me for Pastor’s Appreciation month last Sunday.
The boutonniere and gift cards were wonderful gifts.

In the short time | have served this congregation, | have been amazed by your heartfelt and giving spirit.
What an inspiration!

Sincerely,
Pastor Clint

The following are the First Baptist Church’s financial figures for September 2017.

General Fund $14,538.50
Other Missions/Special Offerings 0
Building Fund 1370.00 i
Global Missions 260.00 ;

FNANCIAL
LEALTH

Please continue to prayerfully and generously support the ministry of our Ch
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri St
18:15 a.m.
Prayer Walk 576 8na(.~)ms. B 3 4
Wednesday Suppers are at 5:30 p.m. 9:30a.m.
except for {ovember 21st. é?&é@s Bible SStUdg m. 8ESI§IEED
Wednesday Small Groups are at 6:30 p.m. %l?r? dphfg-ismg g rae%(.f?_sgdies
. i Breakfast
Last Sunday Small Groups is November 19th. gj”g'g%lscover 1 E_?n_ﬁission
2 “aue O QS Jpaii - Kids Quilting
~ HAPPY %
= FTIHNANKSGIVING ¢
St s 2o Te L o 3
5communion | 68:15 a.m. 7 88:15 a.m. 9 10 11
9 a.m. Sunday | Prayer Walk Prayer Walk 7-8 a.m.
School 9:30a.m. Mends B
10;15 Worship Ladies Bible Study OFFICE
Study CLOSED
Business 1:30 p.m. 8 a. m.
Meeting 6:30 Cub Fundraising Breakfast
Scouts Quilting
No Small 3:45 Discover | 1 p.m. Mission
Groups Kids Quilting
6:30 Epicenter 5:30
Wednesday
Supper
12vouth 13s:15 Prayer| 14 15s:15 Prayer 167-8 am. 17 18
Sunday Walk Walk Mends B
9:3(:? a.m. o Study OFFICE
9 a.m. Sunda Ladies Bible
School Y Study 8 a. m. CLOSED
10:15 Worship 1:30 p.m. Breakfast
Service 6:30 Cub Fundraising
6p.m. Small Scouts Quilting 1 p.m. ABW
Groups 3:45 Discover
Kids
6:30 Epicenter 5:30
Wednesday
Supper
19commit- | 20 21 22 23 24
ment Sunday No Activities
9 a.m. Sunday | 8:15 Prayer due to OFFICE OFFICE
School Walk holiday CLOSED
10:15Worship CLOSED
Service
3 p.m.
Centennial 6:30 Cub
6 p.m. Small Scouts
Groups
6:30 Epicenter
26 298:15 Prayer 30
27 28 Walk 7-8 a. m.
9 a.m. Sunday | 8:15a.m. 7 p.m. 9:30a.m. Bible Study
School Prayer Walk ] Ladies Bible
Executive Study 8 a. m.
10:15 Worship | 6:30 Cub 1:30 Breakfast
Scouts Board Fundraising
6:30 Epicenter Quilting

3:45 Discover
Kids

5:30
Wednesday
Supper







